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KINGDOM TRANSITION 

The Theology of Transition, Liminality, Covenant, and the Passage of the Soul 
 

 

Working Definition of Kingdom Transition 

Kingdom Transition is the God-ordained process by which individuals, 

communities, and generations move from one dimension of covenant purpose 

into another through seasons of divine disruption, formation, testing, renewal, 

and inheritance. 

Why This Now - Rosh Hashanah Matters 

A season of reflection, repentance, renewal, and divine realignment. The feast reminds God’s people that every 

new year begins with examination, covenant awareness, and expectation. 

 

What is Typology? 

 

It is a distinct theological and hermeneutical framework that interprets the persons, events, institutions, 

and rituals of the Old Testament as divinely ordained patterns (types) that find their substantive, 

escalated fulfillment in the New Testament—ultimately in Jesus Christ and his redemptive work. 

 

The theological term derives from the Greek word (typos), meaning an "impression," "stamp," or "pattern" (e.g., 

the imprint left by a seal on wax).  

The corresponding term is (antitypos), meaning the "counter-strike" or the reality that corresponds to the 

pattern. 

• Typological Person - Romans 5:14 explicitly names Adam as a type of the one to come (Christ). 

• Typological Event - 1 Corinthians 10:6, 11 calls Israel's wilderness experiences (examples/types) written 

down for our instruction. 

• Typological Structures - Hebrews 8:5 speaks of the earthly Tabernacle as a "copy and shadow" (skia) of 

the heavenly reality. 

• Typological Institutions - Colossians 2:17 states the Old Testament festivals are "a shadow of the things 

to come, but the substance (soma - body) belongs to Christ." 
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Why the Church Uses Typology? 

Reveals continuity of Scripture, connects Old and New Testaments, uncovers recurring Kingdom patterns, and 

helps believers discern present transitions through biblical precedent. 

 

It provides the "Prophetic Historicity" of Salvation History. 

 

Salvation History is not just God speaking promises; it is God acting in history.  

Theologically, typology recognizes that historical events themselves are a form of prophecy. 

 

In Covenantal Progression, the Exodus isn’t just a past liberation; it is a divinely orchestrated type that sets the 

pattern for every subsequent act of redemption.  

 

Joshua 3:1-8 

1Then Joshua got up early in the morning; and he and all the sons of Israel set out from Shittim and came to the 

Jordan, and they spent the night there before they crossed. 2Then at the end of three days the officers went through 

the midst of the camp; 3and they commanded the people, saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the 

LORD your God with the Levitical priests carrying it, then you shall set out from your place and 

go after it. 4However, there shall be a distance between you and it of about two thousand cubits by measurement. 

Do not come near it, so that you may know the way by which you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” 

5Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will 

do miracles among you.” 6And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and 

cross over ahead of the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went ahead of the people. 

7Now the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that they will 

know that just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you. 8So you shall command the priests who are 

carrying the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of the Jordan, you shall 

stand still in the Jordan.’” 

 

Theology of Transition 

 

God consistently reveals Himself in typological thresholds in the bible: Egypt/Canaan, death/life, old 

covenant/new covenant, wilderness/promise. 

 

Typology: Wilderness 

 

Deuteronomy 8:1-3 

1“All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to do, so that you may live and 

increase, and go in and take possession of the land which the LORD swore to give to your forefathers. 2And you 

shall remember all the way which the LORD your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, 

in order to humble you, putting you to the test, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His 

commandments or not. 3And He humbled you and let you go hungry, and fed you with the manna which you did 

not know, nor did your fathers know, in order to make you understand that man shall not live on bread alone, but 

man shall live on everything that comes out of the mouth of the LORD.  

https://biblehub.com/joshua/3-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/joshua/3-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/joshua/3-3.htm
https://biblehub.com/joshua/3-4.htm
https://biblehub.com/joshua/3-5.htm
https://biblehub.com/joshua/3-6.htm
https://biblehub.com/joshua/3-7.htm
https://biblehub.com/joshua/3-8.htm
https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/8-1.htm
https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/8-2.htm
https://biblehub.com/deuteronomy/8-3.htm
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The wilderness dismantles slave thinking and forms covenant identity. 

Leaving Slave Thinking Behind 

When trials come, people shaped by slavery often look back to their old bondage for safety. 

• Exodus 14:11-12: The people panic at the Red Sea and say to Moses, "Was it because there were no 

graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have you done to us by bringing us out of 

Egypt? Didn't we say to you in Egypt, 'Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians'? It would have been 

better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!" 

• Numbers 11:5-6: In the hardship of the desert, the people complain, "We remember the fish we ate in 

Egypt at no cost—also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. But now we have lost our 

appetite; we never see anything but this manna!" 

God uses the empty spaces of the wilderness to strip away self-reliance and reveal what is truly inside a 

person's heart. 

 

Transitioned Minds 

 

God changes minds before He changes seasons. Israel left Egypt quickly, but Egypt had to be removed 

from Israel. 

Ex. 13:7 - Now when Pharaoh had let the people go, God did not lead them by the way of the land of the 

Philistines, even though it was near; for God said, “The people might change their minds when they see 

war, and return to Egypt.” 

 

God Formats the Path Around the Old Mindset. God explicitly routes Israel based on their internal mental 

readiness rather than external distance. 

When Israel refused to change their slave mindset, God delayed their seasonal shift into the Promised Land until 

that entire generation passed away.  

 

Transitioned Minds must turn into transformed minds. 

 

The Principle of Mental Transformation 

 

Romans 12:1-3 outlines the overarching spiritual law behind this dynamic: a change in season or lifestyle requires 

a totally transformed way of thinking. 

 

Joshua 3:3-4 

The phrase “you have not passed this way before” (Joshua 3:4) highlights one of the greatest realities of 

transition: God often leads His people into unfamiliar territory where past experience is no longer enough.  

The psychological battle of transition is often a battle between what is known and what must be trusted.  
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6 Psychological Fights During Transition 
 

 

1. The Fight Between Certainty and Faith 

When people enter a new season, they naturally seek predictability. The mind craves certainty because 

uncertainty can trigger anxiety and fear. 

Psychological struggle: 

• "What if I fail?" 

• "What if I make the wrong decision?" 

• "What comes next?" 

God intentionally led Israel to the Jordan River during flood season, when crossing seemed impossible 

(Joshua 3:15). Before He revealed the path, He required their trust. 

"For we walk by faith, not by sight." (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

Faith is not certainty about the future; it is confidence in God's character. 

 

2. The Fight Between Control and Surrender 

Transition often exposes how much we want to control outcomes. 

Psychological struggle: 

• Trying to manage every variable. 

• Overthinking. 

• Resistance to God's timing. 

Israel could not part the Jordan themselves. The miracle occurred only when the priests carrying the Ark 

stepped into the water (Joshua 3:13-15). 

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding." (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

Transition frequently requires surrendering control before seeing results. 

 

3. The Fight Between Familiarity and Growth 

People often cling to familiar environments, even when God is calling them forward. 

Psychological struggle: 

• Comfort zone attachment. 

• Fear of losing identity. 

• Nostalgia for previous seasons. 

Israel had known wilderness life for forty years. Crossing the Jordan meant leaving a familiar struggle for 

an unfamiliar promise. 

"Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing." (Isaiah 43:18-

19) 

Growth often requires grieving what was while embracing what God is doing. 

 

4. The Fight Between Past Success and Present Dependence 

One of the most dangerous obstacles in transition is relying on previous victories. 

Psychological struggle: 

• "I've done this before." 

• Dependence on experience instead of God. 
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• Pride masked as confidence. 

Joshua specifically tells the people they have never gone this way before. Yesterday's victories could not 

navigate today's assignment. 

"Apart from Me you can do nothing." (John 15:5) 

Every new season requires fresh dependence on God's presence. 

 

5. The Fight Between Fear and Courage 

Transition magnifies possible risks and losses. People are not afraid of change but they are afraid of loss. 

Psychological struggle: 

• Fear of failure. 

• Fear of rejection. 

• Fear of inadequacy. 

God repeatedly tells Joshua, "Be strong and courageous" (Joshua 1:6-9). Courage was needed because 

fear was present. 

Biblical courage is not the absence of fear. It is obedience despite fear. 

"Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened." (Joshua 1:9) 

 

6. The Fight Between Old Identity and New Assignment 

Every transition demands an identity shift. 

Psychological struggle: 

• Feeling unqualified. 

• Imposter syndrome. 

• Difficulty seeing oneself differently. 

Joshua was no longer merely Moses' assistant. He was God's appointed leader. Israel was no longer a 

wandering nation. They were becoming a conquering people. 

"See, I have called you by name; you are Mine." (Isaiah 43:1) 

Often God changes our assignment before we fully embrace our new identity. 

 

Core Lesson of Transition 

 
The Ark was instructed to go ahead of the people (Joshua 3:3-4). The emphasis was not on finding the way 

themselves but on following God's presence. 

 

The greatest psychological battle in transition is this: 

Will I trust what I have learned, or will I trust the God who is leading me? 

 

Experience is valuable, but God's presence is essential. Experience only tells you where you've been. God's 

presence reveals where He is taking you. 

The pain of transition is often the tension between what I know and what God knows.  

Joshua 3 teaches that when you've never been this way before, the safest place is not in your experience 

but behind the presence of God. 
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Joshua 3:5 

“Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” Preparation precedes manifestation. 

Joshua 4:6-7 

Memorial stones teach that successful transitions require remembrance and testimony. 

Joshua 5:9 

“Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt.” New seasons require renewed identity. 

Joshua 5:12 

“The manna ceased...” God may change methods of provision while remaining the same Provider. 

Romans 12:2 

Transformation occurs through the renewing of the mind. New seasons require new thinking. 

 

Characteristics of a Transitioned Mind 

Fear to Faith; Familiarity to Trust; Dependence to Stewardship; Slavery to Sonship; Observation to Occupation. 

 

Patristic Insights 

Origen: Exodus as spiritual journey. Gregory: perpetual ascent. Ambrose: crossings as baptismal transformation. 

 

Christ: Fulfillment of Every Transition 

Incarnation, Cross, Resurrection, and Ascension reveal Christ as the ultimate bridge from death to life. 

 

Yearly Teaching Path 

End of Moses; Arise Go Over; Consecrate Yourselves; Follow the Ark; Cross the Jordan; Gilgal; When the Manna 

Stops; and Possessing the Promise. 

 

Kingdom Transition Thesis 

A transitioned life is impossible without a transitioned mind. God prepares people internally before moving them 

externally. 
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

 

Your generosity is positively changing lives in our church, community, and 

around the world. Apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 9:6-8 that whoever  

 

sows sparingly will reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will reap 

generously. Thank you for continuing to help others see the generous nature of 

the body of Christ through your giving. 

 

EASIER WAYS TO GIVE 
   

 
 

GIVING ONLINE 
www.tphfw.org 

GIVING IN PERSON 
1270 Woodhaven Blvd. 
Fort Worth, TX 76112 

TEXT TO GIVE 
Text TPHFW 

to 833-859-1973. 

TPHFW APP 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app 

https://play.google.com/store/apps 
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